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CONTEXT

Many different conservation programmes 

Many different habitats lists or classification systems Data Optimisation

National habitats’ inventory

Common language
One Habitat Classification to support

a range of marine management and

conservation programmes

(includingMPA management)

GOAL

THE FIRST VERSION OF FRANCE’S MARINE 
HABITATS CLASSIFICATION 

Two classifications for two different biogeographic regions

Mediterranean Sea

Barcelona Convention 
Habitat Classification 

+
ZNIEFF Habitat 
Classification 

+
French Habitats Directive 

Classification

English Channel, North Sea and 
Atlantic Ocean

Breton Habitat 
Classification 

(REBENT)
+

EUNIS Habitat 
Classification

+
Scientific experts’ 

data

The benthic habitats of mainland France: an inventory

Methodology Applied

1 1 1 1 ---- SynthesisSynthesisSynthesisSynthesis of existing benthic habitat 

classification systems

2 2 2 2 ---- IntegrationIntegrationIntegrationIntegration of expert judgement

3 3 3 3 ---- CategorisationCategorisationCategorisationCategorisation, , , , refinement and completion

5 5 5 5 ---- First version First version First version First version developed with verified

benthic species names

4 4 4 4 ---- ValidationValidationValidationValidation by French scientific community

UPDATING

Completion with ‘new’ habitats

Principally of the deep-sea, following

national offshore survey programmes

Resolve unanswered questions and

reach scientific consensus via

workshops

Update and completion of habitats’

descriptions

Refine national descriptions and

interpretation of European protected

habitats (e.g EC Habitats Directive)

FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENTS Knowledge and participation of French scientific

community is required to improve the national 

habitat classification

Integration of ‘French’ marine habitats

into European habitat classification system

EUNIS:

EUNIS already used in French 

conservation programmes

Represents a common European

language

INTERNATIONAL 
OUTPUTS

A method was developed to define relationships

between habitats of two different classification

systems

RELATIONSHIPS 
BETWEEN HABITATS

Relationships between existing classifications 

publishedpublishedpublishedpublished in 2012in 2012in 2012in 2012

INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

INPN.MNHN.FR

Launch of the habitats section of the national biodiversity information portal INPN

(French inventory of natural heritage) planned for 2014:

Acknowledgments

We would like to thank Denise Bellan-Santini, Marc Verlaque, Gérard Bellan, Gérard Pergent, Christine Pergent-Martini, Céline Labrune, Patrice Francour and Stéphane 
Sartoretto for their contribution to the revision of the Mediterranean marine habitats typology and their advice. 
We also would like to thank Christian Hily, Pierre-Guy Sauriau, Sandrine Derrien-Courtel, Marie-Noëlle de Casamajor, Aurélie Foveau, Thierry Ruellet, Sophie Lozach, 
Laurent Soulier, Josiane Popovsky, Hugues Blanchet, Pauline Cajeri, Touria Bajjouk, Brigitte Guillaumont, Jacques Grall, Franck Gentil, Céline Houbin and Eric Thiébaut for 
their contribution to the development of the Atlantic marine habitats typology and their advice.
Finally, we would like to thank Sébastien Languille for his help with the creation of this poster.

References (Online at http://www.mnhn.fr/spn)

MICHEZ N., DIRBERG G., BELLAN-SANTINI D., VERLAQUE M., BELLAN G., PERGENT G., PERGENT-MARTINI C., LABRUNE C., FRANCOUR P., SARTORETTO S., 2011. Typologie des 
biocénoses benthiques de Méditerranée, Liste de référence française et correspondances. Service du patrimoine naturel, Muséum national d'histoire naturelle, Paris, 48 p. 
MICHEZ N., AISH A., DIRBERG G., 2012. Typologie des habitats marins, Correspondances. Service du patrimoine naturel, Muséum national d'histoire naturelle, Paris, 95 p. 
MICHEZ N., AISH A., HILY C., SAURIAU P-G., DERRIEN-COURTEL S., DE CASAMAJOR M-N., FOVEAU A., RUELLET T., LOZACH S., SOULIER L., POPOVSKY J., BLANCHET H., CAJERI P., 
BAJJOUK T., GUILLAUMONT B., GRALL J., GENTIL F., HOUBIN C., THIEBAUT E., 2013. Typologie des habitats marins benthiques français de Manche, de Mer du Nord et 
d'Atlantique : Version 1. Service du patrimoine naturel, Muséum national d'histoire naturelle, Paris, 32 p. 

NEEDS

OSPAR 

Convention
North East Atlantic

Habitats 

Directive

Barcelona 

Convention
Mediterranean Sea

French HD 

Habitats

EUNIS

FRENCH MARINE 
HABITAT CLASSIFICATION 

SYSTEM

Conservation status

Habitat distributionHabitat descriptions

Classification systems and 

their inter-relationships


